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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairman Elliot Belgard.  Commissioners present were Richard Koons, James Forshee, 
Elliot Belgard, Steve Flohrs, and Kathy Smith.  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin County 
Coordinator, Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, Jessica Korte, Auditor/Treasurer, Leigha 
Johnson, Human Resources Director, Brooke Wohlrabe, Sentinel Newspaper, Julie Walters, 
Administrative Assistant, and members of staff and public. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the agenda for the October 5, 2021 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting with the following:  Delete 9.6 Consider Change Order 
for the Roofing Replacement Project HR Building – B. Murrell, Garland Companies.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes from the September 7, 
2021 and September 21, 2021 regular Board of Commissioner meetings.  Carried unanimously. 
 
At this time the Board recognized Jean Vath’s retirement and presented her with a clock 
inscribed with Vath’s years of service to the citizens of Martin County as Deputy Sheriff in the 
Martin County Sheriff’s Office (December 24, 1998 through October 3, 2021). 
 
Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, was present and noted he had nothing new to report. 
 
Pam Flitter, Planning and Zoning Director, was present and reviewed a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) request from Camalot Breeders LLP within Section 32 of Fraser Township.  Flitter noted 
Camalot Breeders LLP is proposing to expand their current feedlot operation with the 
construction of a new wean room off an existing farrowing barn on an existing feedlot site in an 
“A” Agricultural District.  The Martin County Feedlot Ordinance requires a Conditional Use 
Permit in an “A” Agricultural District for any new or expanding animal feedlot containing over 
1,000 animal units.  Flitter went on to note the Planning Commission Board of Adjustment 
approved the CUP request with conditions during their September 28, 2021 meeting and is 
recommending approval of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, 
 
R-#53/’21 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
CAMALOT BREEDERS 

EXPANSION OF A CURRENT FEEDLOT OPERATION 
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WITH OVER 1,000 ANIMAL UNITS 
IN AN “A” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

WITHIN SECTION 32 OF FRASER TOWNSHIP 
 

Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, 
 
WHEREAS, a Conditional Use Permit was requested by Camalot Breeders LLP, applicants and 
property owners, located within Section 32 of Fraser Township in Martin County, Minnesota, 
(legally described in applications) proposing to expand their current feedlot operation with the 
construction of a new wean room off an existing farrowing barn on an existing feedlot site 
located in an “A” Agricultural District. 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Planning and Zoning staff has completed a review of the 
application and made a report pertaining to the request, a copy of said report has been presented 
to the County Board of Commissioners; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County on the 28th day of September, 2021, 
following proper notice, held a public hearing regarding the request and, following the hearing, 
adopted a recommendation that the request for a Conditional Use Permit be granted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Board of Commissioners finds that Conditional Use Permit is to 
be issued for the following purpose: 
 

Expansion of a current feedlot operation with over 1,000 animal units; and 
 
WHEREAS, the following conditions have been applied: 
 

• Any additional permits required by the State of Minnesota must be obtained by the 
applicant. 

• Building permit(s) must be obtained and be in compliance with the Martin County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

• Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners, and 
upon the recommendation of the Martin County Planning Commission, hereby approves the 
Conditional Use Permit for the above described property and is hereby issued pursuant to MS 
394.301 and Martin County Ordinance #1, Chapter 6.01 and that this permit shall remain in full 
force and effect provided in the conditions as described above are met and maintained by the 
applicant and his/or her successors in interest.  This permit is binding upon the applicant, the 
record titleholder to the property, and his/her successors in interest.  Notice is hereby given that 
this permit may be revoked if the conditions set forth above are not maintained as described 
above.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and without 
publication. 
 
Dated this 5th day of October, 2021. 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 



3 
 

       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  Abstain:  
Commissioner Koons.  Resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day of October, 2021. 
 
Flitter next presented and reviewed a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) received from Garth 
Carlson within Section 36 of Nashville Township.  Flitter noted Garth Carlson (Harold & 
Beverly Grabouski, property owners) is proposing to operate a business on an existing building 
site located in an “A” Agricultural District.  The Martin County Ordinance requires a 
Conditional Use Permit in an “A” Agricultural District for any non-agricultural related retailers 
and/or businesses on existing farmsteads.  Flitter went on to note the Planning Commission 
Board of Adjustment approved the CUP request with conditions during their September 28, 2021 
meeting and is recommending approval of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
R-#54/’21 

CONDITIOIONAL USE PERMIT 
GARTH CARLSON 

OPERATION OF A NON-AGRICULTURAL RELATED 
RETAILER AND/OR BUSINESS ON AN 

EXISTING FARMSTEAD 
IN AN “A” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

WITHIN SECTION 36 OF NASHVILLE TOWNSHIP 
 

Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
WHEREAS, a Conditional Use Permit was requested by Garth Carlson, applicant (Harold and 
Beverly Grabouski, property owners), located within Section 36 of Nashville Township in 
Martin County, Minnesota, (legally described in applications) proposing to operate a business on 
an existing building site located in an “A” Agricultural District. 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Planning and Zoning staff has completed a review of the 
application and made a report pertaining to the request, a copy of said report has been presented 
to the County Board of Commissioners; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County on the 28th day of September, 2021, 
following proper notice, held a public hearing regarding the request and, following the hearing, 
adopted a recommendation that the request for a Conditional Use Permit be granted; and 
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WHEREAS, the Martin County Board of Commissioners finds that Conditional Use Permit is to 
be issued for the following purpose: 
 

Operation of a non-agricultural related retailer and/or business on an existing farmstead; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the following conditions have been applied: 
 

• Any additional permits and licenses required by the State of Minnesota and the ATF 
(Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives) and the FFL (Federal Firearm 
License) must be obtained by the applicant. 

• Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the Conditional Use Permit. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners, and 
upon the recommendation of the Martin County Planning Commission, hereby approves the 
Conditional Use Permit for the above described property and is hereby issued pursuant to MS 
394.301 and Martin County Ordinance #1, Chapter 6.01 and that this permit shall remain in full 
force and effect provided in the conditions as described above are met and maintained by the 
applicant and his/or her successors in interest.  This permit is binding upon the applicant, the 
record titleholder to the property, and his/her successors in interest.  Notice is hereby given that 
this permit may be revoked if the conditions set forth above are not maintained as described 
above.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and without 
publication. 
 
Dated this 5th day of October, 2021. 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Flohrs, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day of October, 2021. 
 
Corey Klanderud, Chief Deputy Martin County Sheriff’s Office, was present to review the 
Minnesota River Valley Drug Task Force Amended Joint Powers Agreement (JPA).  Klanderud 
noted there are no changes to the JPA; however, the JPA does require a signature from the Board 
Chair for submission of our grant proposal.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the Martin County 
Sheriff and Board Chair to sign the Minnesota River Valley Drug Task Force Amended Joint 
Powers Agreement.  Carried unanimously. 
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Klanderud presented a brief Sheriff’s Office Update including moving forward with the Jail 
Kitchen Project; and current temporary food service provider has agreed to continue to provide 
meals a short while longer. 
 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, was present and noted the Board authorized 
recruitment of full time and part time Communications Officer Positions and a Civil 
Process/Account Technician Position for the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Johnson noted 
interviews have been conducted; the Personnel Committee has reviewed and recommends the 
following.  The promotion/hire of Erin Davison from part time to full time Communications 
Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective October 10, 2021; the lateral transfer of 
Adria Mosloski from Account Technician I in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office to Civil 
Process/Account Technician in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective October 11, 2021; 
the hire of Daniel Killion to part time Communications Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s 
Office, effective at a date yet to be determined contingent upon successfully completing required 
background checks; and the hire of Melanie Anderson to part time Communications Officer in 
the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective at a date yet to be determined contingent upon 
successfully completing required background checks.  Johnson also noted the Personnel 
Committee recommends recruitment to fill the Account Technician I vacancy in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire/promotion of 
Erin Davison to full time Communications Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, 
effective October 10, 2021 at Grade 13 Step 2 at $26.41/hour; and is eligible for full benefits per 
LELS Local No. 115 Union Contract; and is subject to serving a six (6) month probationary 
period.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire (lateral move) of 
Adria Mosloski to Civil Process/Account Technician in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, 
effective October 11, 2021 at Grade 10 Step 3 at $21.89/hour; and is subject to serving a six (6) 
month probationary period.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire of Daniel 
Killion, part time Communications Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective at a 
date yet to be determined, at Grade 13 Step 1 at $25.12/hour; not eligible for full time employee 
benefits; and contingent upon successfully completing required background checks.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire of Melanie 
Anderson, part time Communications Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective at 
a date yet to be determined, at Grade 13 Step 1 at $25.12/hour; not eligible for full time 
employee benefits; and contingent upon successfully completing required background checks.  
Carried unanimously. 
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Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment to fill an 
Account Technician I vacancy in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, was present to provide a brief Highway Department Update 
including parks will remain open with water for camping as long as the weather allows; and 
Highway Department crews are keeping busy with normal fall activities.  
 
Commissioner Forshee noted due to a recent bad accident at the Imogene Corner, is it possible to 
install a stop sign with flashing lights at that intersection (similar to the stop sign at Welcome, 
MN).  
 
Peyman noted there has been a history of accidents at that corner and that he is already in the 
process of working on it.  Full LED stop signs with flashers are somewhat expensive and 
somewhat finicky to get them installed just right (like the MnDOT stop sign at Welcome, MN).  
Peyman went on to note there are three kinds of stop signs that are acceptable.  There is a 30” x 
30” which is normal for single lane traffic; there is a medium which generally is meant for multi-
lane which is 36” x 36”; and then there is an oversized which is 48” x 48”.  They’re huge and 
they really show up well.  What I would like to do, and we already have some on order, is to go 
with the largest stop sign, the 48” x 48” stop sign, with reflectors on the poles and solar flashers 
on both of the stop signs.  I think the large stop sign will make a difference and is my 
recommendation that we try that first and see how it works.  
 
Commissioner Koons inquired the construction timeline on County Road 26 from the County 
line to Highway 4. 
 
Peyman noted at this time it is at the outer end of the County’s five-year plan (2026) but is not 
firm at this point.  Peyman went on to note he will do some further checking and will report back 
to Commissioner Koons.  
 
Robert Long, Lobbyist with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, was present via WebEx and provided a 
Legislative Update noting the Legislature was to have had a special session in September, 2021 
and they have not had their special session yet.  However, we’ve been staying on top of the 
bonding issue and will be ready to insert our Martin County language when a special session is 
called.  Long went on to note the Minnesota House Capital Investment Committee’s State 
Bonding Tour will take place on Wednesday, October 20, 2021, and will tour the current Martin 
County Jail at 3:50 p.m.  This tour is related to Martin County’s State Bonding Request for the 
proposed Martin County Public Safety and Justice Center.  Long also noted we’d like to keep 
moving forward and continue to represent the County on its State Bonding request and continue 
to make contact with legislators on the County’s State Bond Request for the remainder of the 
year and through the 2022 Legislative Session (bonding year). 
 
Commissioner Smith noted we talked about this at the last Justice Center Committee meeting 
and talked about Long’s continued support until the session starts again.  The Committee felt that 
important work is being done right now by Long and his staff and we think that we need to 
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continue on and recommend extending the Service Agreement with Robert Long in the amount 
of $3,000 per month. 
  
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize extending the Larkin 
Hoffman Lobbyist Service Agreement with Robert Long, Larkin/Hoffman Attorneys in the 
amount of $3,000 per month, effective October 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022; to provide 
continuation of services and Legislative Representation for the County’s state bonding request 
for the proposed Public Safety and Justice Center.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Jonathan Loose, Wold Architects and Engineers, was present and noted part of the Design Phase 
of the proposed Martin County Public Safety and Justice Center Project is the need to follow 
predesign and B3 requirement and guidelines.  This will include the need for the Project to hire a 
Surveyor to provide a survey of the property where the facility will be located, which would 
include a land survey including boundaries of the property, typographical survey and utility 
locates.  Additionally, the State of Minnesota has implemented B3 Guidelines and requirements 
on all projects that receive general obligation bond funding from the State of Minnesota.  These 
B3 requirements are to be reviewed and implemented according to the design of new buildings 
or renovations to meet sustainability goals for site, water, energy, indoor environment, materials 
and waste.  Loose recommends issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP’s) for a B3 Consultant and 
Surveyor to complete this type of work for the County as the design process continues for the 
proposed facility. 
 
Discussion ensued including if the Martin County Surveyor could perform the required survey; 
and that Wold Architects and Engineers would issue the RFP’s for Board consideration and will 
be expended from remaining grant dollars received for predesign, design and site preparation of 
the proposed Public Safety and Justice Center. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, as part of the Design Phase of the proposed Public 
Safety and Justice Center, and the County having received General Obligation Bond funding 
from the State of Minnesota for this project, and to meet the State of Minnesota B3 Guidelines in 
the design of new buildings or renovations to meet sustainability goas for site, water, energy, 
indoor environment, materials and waste for building projects, and the need to hire a Surveyor 
for the Project to survey the property where the facility will be located, which would include a 
land survey including boundaries of the property, topographical survey and utility locations, etc., 
hereby approve issuance of Request for Proposals (RFP’s) for B3 Consultant and Surveyor for 
the Public Safety and Justice Center project.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Jessica Korte, Auditor/Treasurer, was present and noted the City of Ceylon is requesting to 
purchase Tax Forfeited Property Parcel No. 21.060.0660 for removal of blight.  Korte went on to 
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note the Martin County Board of Commissioners had previously set the value of this property at 
$1.  Korte recommends approval. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the sale of Tax Forfeited 
Parcel No. 21.060.0660 to the City of Ceylon in the amount of $1 plus applicable fees.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, was present to review suggested language revisions 
to the Martin County Interim Policy – Workplace Preparedness Plan to allow continued use of 
COVID Emergency Paid Sick Leave for non-union employees that have not already exhausted 
their allotment of COVID Emergency Paid Sick Leave of 80 hours through December 31, 2021, 
due to its expiration as of September 30, 2021.  Johnson noted the Personnel Committee has 
reviewed and recommends approval for the proposed policy changes.  Johnson also noted at this 
time we are recommending for non-union employees so we don’t have to make any adjustments 
to the union contracts.  However, if the unions were to choose to ask then we would consider that 
if they wanted to pursue that. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after careful consideration of the proposed revisions to 
the Martin County Interim Policy – Workplace Preparedness Plan related to the COVID 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave, and due to the expiration as of September 30, 2021 of the 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave, and due to the continuing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
upon the recommendation of the County Personnel Committee, hereby approve the revisions to 
the aforementioned Policy for continuation of the COVID 19 Emergency Paid Sick Leave 
through December 31, 2021 for non-union employees with remaining balances under the 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave, effective October 1, 2021.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Johnson continued in lieu of COVID this year we have seen an uptick of employees that haven’t 
taken time off for vacations as they normally would and have not used all of their PTO that is 
available.  The Personnel Committee has reviewed and recommends waiving the carryover 
requirement for non-union employees for the year 2021.  Johnson noted the County’s PTO 
Policy currently states that employees are allowed to carry over the greater of 200 hours from 
year to year, or a maximum carry over of one year’s accumulation. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and upon the 
recommendation of the Personnel Committee, hereby approve the Martin County Interim Policy 
2021-06: 2021 Year End PTO Max Accrual Balance Waiver as presented, effective October 5, 
2021.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted an alternate meeting date must be set for the first regular Board of Commissioners 
meeting in December, 2021.  The first Tuesday of the month of December falls during the AMC 
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Annual Conference.  Higgins went on to note the recommended date is Thursday – December 9, 
2021, beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, due to the first regular Board of Commissioners 
meeting in December, 2021, falling during the AMC Annual Conference, hereby approve the 
date of Thursday – December 9, 2021, beginning at 4:30 p.m. for holding the first regular Board 
of Commissioners meeting during the month of December, 2021.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Belgard opened the public hearing to Consider Proposed Property Tax Abatement for 
Anna and Ryan Garbers. 
 
Mike Sheplee, County Assessor, was present and noted Anna and Ryan Garbers, owners of 
property in connection with the proposed construction of a new single-family home located at 
Harris Lane in Sherburn, MN (Big Twin Lake) have applied for abatement of property taxes to 
be levied by the County on Parcel ID No. 04.012.0150 in the City of Sherburn, MN for a period 
of 10 years.  The total amount of taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property is 
$15,956.  Sheplee went on to note that all of the application requirements have been met and that 
no construction has begun at the proposed building site.  Sheplee recommends approval of the 
tax abatement request. 
 
Chairman Belgard opened the meeting for public comment in consideration of the proposed 
property tax abatement.  No representatives from the public were in attendance nor was public 
input or comments submitted in writing received concerning the proposed property tax 
abatement. 
 
Anna Garbers, applicant, was present and noted she and her husband are very grateful to the 
Martin County Commissioners for consideration of their tax abatement request.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, to close the public portion 
of the meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, to approve a Property Tax 
Abatement for Parcel ID No. 04.012.0150 in the City of Sherburn, for a period of 10 years. 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-#52/’21 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the “Board”) of Martin County, Minnesota (the 
“County”), as follows: 
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 Section 1.  Recitals. 
 
 1.01. Pursuant to Section 469.1813, subdivision 1 of the Act, the County may grant an abatement 
of all or a portion of the taxes imposed by the County on a parcel of property. 
 
 1.02. On March 17, 2020, the Board of the County adopted a resolution establishing the Tax 
Abatement Policy for New Construction of Single and Multi-Family Housing (the “Policy”) to provide tax 
abatement assistance for single and multi-family housing projects in the County.  The County has a shortage 
of decent, safe and sanitary housing for residents and job seekers in the County.  Based on a City of Fairmont 
Housing Study completed in January 2020 by Community Partners Research, Inc., there is a need for future 
new rental and owner-occupied housing units in the County to keep up with projected housing needs in the 
County.  Through the Policy, the County desires to provide incentives to encourage the construction of new 
owner occupied and rental residential housing units, and to encourage replacement of dilapidated housing. 
 
 1.03. The County has received an application from Anna and Ryan Garbers (the “Owners”), 
owners of certain real property located at  Harris Lane, Sherburn, MN (Big Twin Lake) as described in 
Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Property”), to grant a property tax abatement (the “Abatement”) pursuant to 
the Policy and Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to 469.1815, as amended (the “Act”), in connection 
with the construction of a new single-family home on the Property (the “Project”).   
 

1.04. The County has determined that is reasonable and necessary to provide certain financial 
assistance to the Owners in order to facilitate the Owner’s plans for the Project and the Property, and to that 
end, the Board will consider approving the Abatement for the Owners 
 
 1.05. The Property is not located in a tax increment financing district. 
 
 1.06. On the date hereof, the Board of Commissioners of the County conducted a duly noticed 
public hearing on the Abatement proposed to be granted by the County to the Owners pursuant to this 
resolution.  The views of all interested persons were heard at the public hearing. 
 
 Section 2.  Findings. 
 
 2.01. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into this resolution. 
 
 2.02. It is hereby found and determined that the benefits to the County from the Abatement will be 
at least equal to the costs to the County of the Abatement for the following reasons: 
 
 (a) The Project will generate additional County tax revenues after the termination of the 

Abatement, which revenues will exceed the amount of the Abatement itself. 
 
 (b) By helping to enhance the Property, the Abatement will help preserve and increase the value 

of the Property. 
 
 2.03. It is hereby found and determined that the Abatement is in the public interest because such 
action will increase or preserve the tax base.  In addition, the Project will help provide employment 
opportunities by providing construction jobs and will increase the supply of decent, safe and sanitary housing 
for residents and job seekers in the County.  The Abatement will provide additional housing options in the 
County which helps satisfy a critical housing goal and need in the County as set forth by the Policy. 
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 Section 3.  Actions Ratified; Abatement Approved. 
 
 3.01. The Board hereby ratifies all actions of the County’s staff in arranging for approval of this 
resolution in accordance with the Act. 
 
 3.02. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Abatement is hereby approved and adopted subject 
to the following terms and conditions: 
 

(a) The term “Abatement” means the real property taxes generated in any tax-payable year by 
extending the County’s total tax rate for that year against the tax capacity of the Project and the 
Property, excluding the tax capacity of the land and the current value of any existing structures on 
the Property as outlined in the Policy. 
 
(b) In accordance with Section 469.1813, subdivision 8 of the Act, in no case shall the 
Abatement, together with all other abatements approved by the County under the Act and paid in 
any one year exceed the greater of 10% of the County’s net tax capacity for that year or $200,000 
(the “Abatement Cap”).  The County may grant any other abatements permitted under the Act 
after the date of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year 
exceed the Abatement Cap, the allocation of Abatement Cap to such other abatements is 
subordinate to the Abatement granted pursuant to this resolution. 
 
(c) The Abatement shall commence the first year following the date of occupancy of the 
housing project and continue for 10 years, which is anticipated to be 2022 until 2031.  The total 
amount of the taxes proposed to be abated by the County on the Property for the years 2022 through 
2031 is estimated to be $15,956. 
 
(d) In no event shall the payment of the Abatement to the Owners be for more than ten (10) 
years. 
 
(e) The Abatement is subject to modification in accordance with the Act and in accordance with 
the County’s Policy. 
 
(f) In accordance with Section 469.1815 of the Act, the County will add to its levy in each year 
during the term of the Abatement the total estimated amount of current year Abatement granted 
under this resolution. 

(g) The County makes no warranties or representations regarding the amount of the Abatement. 

(h) The Owners shall comply with all terms of the Policy.  In the event of any conflict between 
this resolution and the Policy, the Policy shall control.   

(i)  The County shall provide the Abatement payment on a pay as you go basis in accordance 
with the Policy.  

(j) The Abatement shall be null and void if construction of the Project is not commenced 
within 1 year of the approval of this resolution  
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 Section 4. Implementation.  The Board Chair and the County Coordinator are authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver any agreements, certificates, or other documents that the County determines 
are necessary to implement this resolution. 
 
 Section 5. Effective Date.  This resolution is effective upon the adoption of this resolution. 

 
Approved by the Board of Commissioners of Martin County, Minnesota, this 5th day of October, 

2021. 
 
 

MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
 
 
       
Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 

Attest: 
 
      
Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
EXHIBIT A TO ABATEMENT RESOLUTION 

 
THE PROPERTY 

 
PID Number: 04.012.0150 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Forshee, Koons, Flohrs, and Belgard.   NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 5th day of October, 2021. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid October 5, 
2021. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on October 5, 2021, and includes the Highway Department bills and 
Drainage bills as presented.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Warrants received and paid October 5, 2021, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s 
Office as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved October 5, 2021   $  70,690.05 
Solid Waste Management Fund      $  17,075.39 
Human Services Fund        $309,791.33 
Recorder’s Compliance Fund       $    7,250.00 
Building – CIP – Fund       $118,370.00 
Human Services Building Fund      $       353.48 
Taxes and Penalties Odd Years      $       125.00 
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         Total $523,655.25 
 
Road and Bridge Funds Totaled      $  43,956.47 
Martin County Ditch Funds Totaled      $479,636.69 
 
The Board reviewed Reports and Announcements including: CY2022 Ancillary Benefits 
Renewal through Integrity Employee Benefits.  Higgins noted there is a 5% Basic Life rate 
increase for Life Insurance through Sun Life Financial, and that CY2022 premium rates remain 
unchanged for Vision Insurance with VSP, Long Term Disability with The Hartford, Dental 
Insurance with Delta Dental, and Long Term Care with UNUM; and the AMC Annual 
Conference will be held December 6-8, 2021 at the DoubleTree Hotel in Bloomington, MN. 
 
Bill Fahey, Northland Security and Financial Consultant, was present and provided a brief 
update on the issuance of GO Bonds for the County’s Capital Improvement Projects. 
  
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities:  
September 21, 2021 – Public Hearing at 1:30 p.m. for Consideration of Petition for Partial 
Abandonment of JD #37; September 22, 2021 – Human Services meeting, Summit Carbon 
Solutions meeting; September 23, 2021 – South Central EMS meeting; September 24, 2021 – 
Personnel Committee meeting; September 27, 2021 – Rural Minnesota Energy Board meeting, 
Kinship of Martin County meeting; September 28, 2021 – Planning and Zoning meeting at 5:30 
p.m., Lobbyist meeting with Robert Long, Justice Center Committee meeting, Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau meeting; October 4, 2021 – regular Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.; 
October 5, 2021 – regular Martin County Board of Commissioner meeting at 9:00 a.m. – 
Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County Courthouse, Human Resource Building roof 
inspection (HVAC) with The Garland Company and ISG at 1:30 p.m.; October 6, 2021 – Martin 
County Veterans Memorial Committee meeting, Human Services Executive Committee meeting; 
October 8, 2021 – Jean Vath Retirement Reception from 2-4 p.m. – Commissioners Meeting 
Room; October 11, 2021 – In Service Say – County Offices Closed; October 12, 2021 – F-M 
Joint County Transit Executive Board meeting, Library Board meeting; October 13, 2021 – 
Martin County Parks/Trail Committee meeting; October 14, 2021 – Soil and Water Committee 
meeting; October 15, 2021 – Prairieland meeting; October 19, 2021 – next regular Board of 
Commissioners meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County 
Courthouse; October 20, 2021 – Legislative Bonding Tour. 
 
With no further business to wit, Board chair adjourned the meeting at 10:21 a.m. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator  


